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Unless you’ve been hiding under a rock, you’ve probably heard someone mention the social network/chat app Snapchat. Depending on how you measure things, it’s now more popular than Twitter and Pinterest, with only Facebook and Instagram having more users daily. The difference is that most of Snapchat’s users are millennials and teens, so it’s
flown under the radar of a lot of older internet users. Snapchat is a photo sharing app and social network, where you can send disposable photos and messages called Snaps to your friends. As soon as they open your messages, they vanish. You can also post Snaps to your “Story”, where they stay for 24 hours. Here at How-To Geek for example, I'm
the only writer who regularly uses Snapchat—it’s no coincidence that I'm also the youngest (and most immature). So if you’'ve been wondering what exactly Snapchat is, as How-To Geek’s resident millennial ambassador, I'm here to help. What Does Snapchat Do? Snapchat started out as an app for sending temporary pictures and, although it’s
expanded, this is still its core feature. Let’s say I want to share an awesome selfie with my editor Whitson. I open Snapchat and take the “Snap”. When I do, I set a timer for between one and ten seconds and hit send. Whitson then gets a notification on his phone that I’ve send him a Snap. As soon as he opens it, he’ll only be able to see it for ten
seconds. After that, it’s gone. He could take a screenshot, but if he did, I'd get a notification from Snapchat telling me that he’d done so. While each Snap can just be an image, you can use Lenses, Filters, Geo-Filters, Stickers, Emoji, text and a drawing tool to personalize them more. Most of these trend toward the silly side of things. As well as photo
Snaps, you can also send short video Snaps and disappearing text messages with Snapchat. A video Snap can be up to ten seconds long. Instead of using a timer, Snapchat’s text messages vanish as soon as the person reading them leaves the chat. Stories and Discover Since it’s launched, Snapchat has gone from messaging app to including some
social networking features as well. Everyone on Snapchat has a “Story” they can post image and video Snaps to. Anyone on their “Friends” list can see their Story, much like a Facebook or Instagram feed. Each Snap sent to the Story stays live for 24 hours before it disappears. A lot of popular celebrities use Snapchat’s Stories. Occasionally, for
special events like Christmas or the Super Bowl, Snapchat has a curated Our Story which every user can submit Snaps to. Snapchat’s editorial team pulls out the best one and creates one big story for everyone. Discover is like Stories except for a small group of publications. Media outlets like The Daily Mail, The Sun, Buzzfeed, Sky News, Mashable,
Vice and National Geographic are all in Snapchat’s Discover program. They use it to share popular articles, videos, and the like. Snapchat Memories Although Snapchat’s appeal is mainly that everything is temporary, sometimes people use it to record things that they actually want to keep. Snapchat Memories is a way for you to privately save your
own Snaps and Stories so you can view or share them again later. Snapchat Isn’t Just for Naked Pictures Snapchat has picked up a less-than-salubrious reputation because of how it started. A few college kids wanted an app that made it possible to send pictures that couldn’t be saved by the other person. Almost by accident, they created something
that really hit a nerve with millennials and teenagers. And as Snapchat’s grown, its become more mainstream. Although it’s incredibly popular with millennials and teens, they’'re gaining more older users. Even my mother is now on Snapchat! While some people obviously did want a platform for sending nudes, far more wanted a way to send
temporary messages. When every single thing you do online is tracked, when every message you’'ve ever sent can be dragged out to haunt you, it’s really freeing to have messages that just...disappear. (And don’t take up space on your phone!) Keep up with the latest daily buzz with the BuzzFeed Daily newsletter! Snapchat on iPhone (Image credit:
iMore) When Snapchat first started, one of its biggest selling features was that no matter what snaps you sent out — scandalous, saucy, sexy, silly, stupid, or otherwise — recipients would not be able to screenshot or store your snap without your knowledge.Quite literally since the first day the app launched, there have been people trying to get
around Snapchat's anti-screenshot feature any way they can, and they're absolutely not alone. It seems like almost everyone is asking the same question: How the hell can I screenshot on Snapchat without being detected (and then looking like a total creep)?Here are a few ways that you may be able to get away with questionable-quality screenshots
in Snapchat without being detected (note the may in that sentence) and one sure-fire way to screenshot in super-secret.Just use another phonelf you're really desperate to capture and preserve someone else's snap, pick up your tablet or your friend's phone to capture the snap-tastic footage.Don't bother taking pictures, but, rather, record a video of
the snap. Be sure to start recording before you tap on the snap to open it so you catch the whole thing.When you "screenshot" Snapchats this way, your quality isn't going to be great. It all depends on whether you can keep your hands steady enough to capture decent footage, and the quality of the phone's camera you're using to record the snap.Delay
the screenshot notificationSimply load up Snapchat, go to the snap you want to open and make sure it loads completely (you can tell a snap is loading if the icon beside a name isn't a solid square, but more like a little swirl). Turn off your WiFi, your Bluetooth, your cellular data and everything else that keeps your phone connected, and then turn on
Airplane Mode. Then, go back to that snap, tap on it, and take your screenshots.The next part is cucial if you don't want to be caught screenshotting: immediately after taking your screenshots, you want to reboot your iPhone. Here's how:Quickly click and release the Volume Up button.Quickly click and release the Volume Down button.Press and hold
the Side button (sleep/wake, on/off).Keep holding down the Side button, even after the Shut Down screen shows up.The Snapchat you took screenshots of should have reloaded back to normal as if you had never opened it in the first place.If you don't reboot your iPhone and just turn it off instead, this technique just delays the screenshot notification
that the other person would receive. The person who's been screenshotted shouldn't receive a pop-up notification that someone's screenshotted their snap, and shouldn't see Snapchat's screenshot indicator (a double-arrow icon) for a few minutes.To be fair, if the person you're screenshotting is super unobservant, then you could probably get away
with screenshotting their snaps! But beware - they may figure out later down the line what you've done.How do you #SecretSnapchatScreenshot?Is there a technique you've used for secret Snapchat screenshots that works like a charm? Let us know your pro tips for creepin' and we'll be sure to try them out!Updated May 2020: These are still the best
ways to screenshot snaps without being detected.. Have any suggestions? Comment down below! By MacRumors Staff on August 29, 2022Monday August 29, 2022 12:54 pm PDT by Juli CloverSnap today announced the launch of a new Dual Camera feature, which is designed to allow Snapchat users to record or capture photos using the front and
back iPhone cameras at the same time. The Dual Camera option can be accessed from the camera toolbar, and it is available for Snaps, Stories, and Spotlight videos. Snap says that it is a way for Snapchat users to "capture exciting moments...Thursday April 28, 2022 12:43 pm PDT by Juli CloverSnap today announced the launch of its latest hardware
product, the Pixy drone that is designed to be used with the Snapchat social network. Pixy joins the Snap Spectacles, Snap's other hardware device. Priced at $230, Snap's Pixy drone is essentially a pocket-sized flying camera. It has a top button that can activate one of four preset flight paths, and it can float, orbit, and follow the...Wednesday
December 8, 2021 4:50 am PST by Hartley Charlton"Loose" interpretations of Apple's privacy policies allow apps such as Facebook and Snapchat to continue tracking users for targeted advertising even when they have asked to not be tracked, The Financial Times reports. In May, Apple launched its App Tracking Transparency feature that allows
users to opt-out of being tracked across apps and websites for advertising purposes. Seven months...Monday June 28, 2021 7:35 am PDT by Sami FathiSnapchat's support account today confirmed on Twitter that its latest App Store update, pushed less than one day ago, is causing widespread issues for users, specifically causing the app to crash a few
seconds after launch. The latest App Store update, version 11.34.05.45, is listed as a normal update with bug fixes, but it has caused widespread crashes for users. Over the last few hours,...Friday May 21, 2021 9:36 am PDT by Juli CloverSnap CEO Evan Spiegel today told CNBC that his company is "happy" to pay Apple's 30 percent cut of in-app
purchases because of the benefits that Apple provides with its software and hardware. We really feel like Snapchat wouldn't exist without the iPhone and without the amazing platform that Apple has created. In that sense, I'm not sure we have a choice about paying the 30% fee, and of...Wednesday May 5, 2021 1:17 am PDT by Sami FathiNearly two
years following the release of iOS and iPadOS 13, which included native, built-in, and systemwide dark mode, Snapchat, one of the world's most prominent social media networks, has finally rolled out a dark mode theme for iOS users. Snapchat began testing a dark mode theme of its app design late last year with a small group of iOS users. Now,
Snapchat says that as of this week, it...Tuesday March 30, 2021 2:33 pm PDT by Juli CloverSnap is designing a new set of "Spectacles" smart glasses that have augmented reality capabilities, reports The Information. Snap has sold several versions of its Spectacles, but current options do not have AR features and are instead equipped with a camera
for uploading content to social network Snapchat. The augmented reality Spectacles will be aimed at developers and creators rather than...Monday October 14, 2019 8:09 am PDT by Mitchel BroussardUsers of Reddit's official iOS app can now share text, link and image-based posts to Snapchat thanks to a new Share Sheet integration in iOS 13 (via
TechCrunch). This is the first time Reddit has partnered with another app to allow for content sharing, and the company said it will expand the feature to other social media apps in the future. Any Reddit user who has Snapchat on their iPhone...Friday October 26, 2018 12:26 pm PDT by Juli CloverSnap today announced the launch of Snap Camera for
Mac, which brings Snapchat's well-known collection of lenses and filters to Macs and PCs. The Snap Camera app, which can be downloaded from Snapchat's website, offers up a simple interface with a camera field and access to hundreds of Snapchat lenses that add fun effects to your face using the Mac's camera. The different lenses
available...Wednesday September 5, 2018 6:39 am PDT by Mitchel BroussardFour months after launching the second version of Spectacles, Snapchat today revealed two new styles of its wearable glasses, called "Nico" and "Veronica." Instead of the circular lenses with colorful styles, the new Spectacles come in black-on-black with polarized lenses
and more traditional sunglasses designs. Otherwise, the glasses appear to be largely the same as the the models that were ...Tuesday August 7, 2018 5:44 pm PDT by Juli CloverSnapchat's controversial redesign, introduced last November, caused it to lose millions of subscribers according to data shared today in its second quarter earnings results.
Snap said it had 188 million daily active Snapchat users during the second quarter of 2018, down from 191 million during the first quarter of the year. In prepared remarks [PDF] on Snapchat's performance, Snap CEO...Tuesday July 10, 2018 8:11 am PDT by Mitchel BroussardSnapchat today announced that all users can now discover and unlock
thousands of user-generated Lenses built by the app's global creator community with "Lens Explorer." This marks the first time that Community Lenses will be discoverable alongside the main, Snapchat-created Lenses in the Lens Carousel. To find the new section, navigate to the Lens Carousel, tap the new smiley face icon in...Wednesday June 27,
2018 8:55 am PDT by Mitchel BroussardSnapchat is looking to build its own "internal app store" of gaming titles, according to a new report out today from The Information. The platform is set for a tentative launch sometime this fall, and will allow outside developers to build games that Snapchat then distributes for users to play within the Snapchat
app. People familiar with the company's plans claim that Snapchat has already ...Monday June 11, 2018 8:00 am PDT by Mitchel BroussardSnapchat today announced a new feature called "Clear Chats," which lets you delete any message you've sent to another person on Snapchat, whether in individual or group chat. This encompasses text chats,
stickers, audio and voice notes, and any photo and video snaps sent from Memories. To delete a chat message you can press and hold on the message or media in question and select the new...Friday June 8, 2018 8:07 am PDT by Mitchel BroussardSnapchat is expanding the use of its Bitmoji characters -- specifically "Friendmojis" -- for iOS users in the
coming days. With the update, iPhone and iPad users will be able to send personalized Friendmojis, or Bitmoji stickers that include both you and your friend, directly in Apple's Messages app. Currently, Bitmoji is available as a keyboard extension and a Messages app so users can send...Wednesday May 30, 2018 6:19 am PDT by Mitchel
BroussardRecode's annual Code Conference is underway in Rancho Palos Verdes, California this week, and on Tuesday Snapchat CEO Evan Spiegel took the stage to discuss the ephemeral app's controversial update, Facebook's copying, and the recent Cambridge Analytica scandal. Specifically, Spiegel is said to have "poured salt on the wound"
during his 40-minute interview with Kara Swisher as he called out...Friday May 11, 2018 3:14 am PDT by Tim HardwickSnapchat has adjusted its iOS app interface to placate a large number of dedicated users who complained about the recent redesign, reports The Verge. Snap unveiled its radical redesign in November with the goal of creating a
personalized user experience that's easier to navigate, especially for newcomers. But the change didn't go down well with many long-time users, so much so that 1.2 million ...Thursday April 26, 2018 5:39 am PDT by Mitchel BroussardFollowing a series of rumors, Snapchat today launched the latest version of its connected sunglasses, the Spectacles.
The company says that the new pair of Spectacles have a smaller profile, so they're slightly less bulky on the face than the original. Additionally, Snapchat is pitching the new Spectacles as a go-to summer accessory for its users thanks to added water resistance. Snapchat's...Wednesday April 25, 2018 10:11 am PDT by Juli CloverSnapchat today
announced the launch of Snappables, which are new Snapchat Lenses that are designed to allow Snapchat users to play augmented reality games with their friends. Interactive Snappable lenses are located right near other Snapchat Lenses in the Lens Carousel and can be accessed by tapping the icon on the left side of the capture button. To use a
Snappable, tap the Snappable...Wednesday April 11, 2018 9:52 am PDT by Mitchel BroussardLate last night the Federal Communications Commission published a new filing for a "wearable video camera" that was registered by Snap Inc and designated as "model 002." The filing is believed to be for the rumored second iteration of Snapchat's
Spectacles device, with multiple snippets from the redacted documents specifically referencing the "Spectacles" brand. According to the filing,... Newer Posts
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