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How does Edna the maid contribute to the play?

‘An Inspector Calls” is aplay by J B Prigstley, written for the
traumatsed survmors of the Second World War. It has themes based
heaaly on change and carmng for each other. The play follows the
stubborn, bourgeois Mr Berling and hs famuly as they are interrogated
by the unsettling Inspector Goole. An Inspector Calls’ has long been
analyzed and mterpreted, uncovering the intelligent crafing of both
the characters and the plot to deleeer a strding, timeless message The
message canbe summed up mn Goole's fimal words

Goole We are members ofone body. We are responsibie for each other
And I tell you that the fime wall soon come when, i men wall not kam
that lesson, then they wall be taught o m fire and bbod amd anguish. ”

Naturally, it iz the Incpector, the Brrlings and Gerald who are the
indoid uals remembered after reading the play-text or watching the
productnn However, ag any good drector wnill argue, it 1= the smaller
details whach malke all the difference. They help to create amore
rélatable environment for the spectator. Thas 15 certamly app hable
within An Inspector Calls” For example, the use of detaded
description about the furnture gove key clues as to what class the
Birbnpgs are, and therefore influences how the reader interprets the
motfres and actions of the characters Why then, shouldnt a
subsidiary character, who gets httle more of a menton that the
furniture, not alse contribute to the play?

[ beleve that Priestley shaped his play so tghtly that every character
has a purpose Therefore, wnthan this essay, [ wnll analyse Edna the
maid to see what her purpose 15, and how that purpose afiscts the
play as a whole

At first glance, it erems that Edna contributes very littls to the play.
After all, she iz only there to show the Inspector in Her hnes seem
very stereotypical of her role as amaud in an upper-crust workmng
clasg resxdence. However, once properly studied st seems that Edna
may be more than just a comp bant door cpener

Interestingly, while Priestly explamns how the set should be and
introduces the characters, Edna 1s the last to be mentioned

TAtrize of cwotary, the four Brhmgs and Gerald are seated at the
table, . EBdm the parbuwrmand, 1= just cleanng the fable ”

Hierarchy 15 a key concept within ‘An Inspector Calls’ It could be
argued that it 15 what drives the main characters actions Priestley
mnmediately eztab bshes that Edna 15 at the bottom of the hierarchy
and not of any real mportance in the eyes of the Brlings and Gerald
He does thi by describing her as "the parlburmasd”, emphasizing the

spostos: im s ot

An Inspector Calls Summary

Fill in the blanks in this summary of ‘An Inspector Calls’ and then keep it for your

revision.

One evening in the spring of

_, the are celebrating their d.

Eirling, along with their son

her.

the happy couple, and Gerald presents Sheila with a

‘s engagement te v, who is also present. Husband and wife and

are pleased with themselves. Birling
which absolutely

Eirling makes a lengthy , not only congratulating Gerald and Sheila, but also

commenting on the state of the

. He predicts , particularly referring te

the example of the * " Titanic, which set sail the week earlier. Birling styles himself

asa” o

The leave the room, and follows them. Eirling and Gerald the

fact that Gerald might have “done better for [himself] socially”: Sheila is Gerald’s
inferior. Birling confides to Gerald that he is in the running for a in the

next . When Eric returns, Birling continues giving advice, and he is

passionately announcing his “every man for himsel” worldview when the rings.

It is an . who refuses a from Eirling. Birling is surprised, as an ex-

and an ald, that he has never seen the Inspector before, though
he knows the police force pretty well. The Iinspector explains that he is here to

the of a

ing suicide by

who died two hours ago in the Infirmary after

. Her name was Eva Smith, and the Inspector

brings with him a

which he shows to —but not to anyone else.

It is revealed that worked in Eirling's works, from which she was

after being a ringleader in

an  unsuccessful to demand better

for Eirling's workers. The Inspector outlines that “a chain of events™ might be

family, asking questions about the part they played in

for the girl's death, and—for the rest of the play— each member of the

‘s life. We then

discover that Eirling encountered Eva Smith at Milwards, where s

jealously insisted that she was

Sheila feels remendously about her

part in Eva's death. It becomes clear that each member of the family might have

of the responsibility.

Eva Smith then, we discover, changed her name to Daisy —and it is by this name

that she d , with whom she had a protracted
. Sheila is not as as one might expect; indeed, she seems to

have already why Gerald was absent from their relationship last summer. He put

her up ina he was looking after, made love to her, and gave her gifts of

but after a while, he the relationship. Gerald asks the Inspector, whose control

Questions for “An Inspector Calls”

1. How does Priestiey present the change in Sheila during the course of the
play? How do you think this change reflects some of Priestley’s Ideas?

2. *Aninspector Calls® has been called

“a play of contrasts.* Write about how

Priestley presents some of the contrasts in the play.

3. What do you think Priestley Is trying to tell us about responsibility in the play?
‘ou should write about

. what some of the characters say and do

the methods Priestley uses to present his ideas on responsibilit

&

. what Gerald says and does

. how other characters respond to

. How does Priestiey present Gerald in *An Inspector Calls?” You should write
about:

him

the methods Priestley uses to present Gerald

5. Wite about the differences between Sheila and Sybil Birling in the play. You

should write about:
. what they say and do
. thelr different attitudes

the methods Priestley uses to present Sheila and Sybil Birling
6. How does Priestley present Eric in “An Inspector Calls?*

Write about:

what Eric says and does

how other characters respond to him

. the methods Priestley uses to present Erlc

7. Priestley criticizes the selfishness of pecple like Birlings. What methods does

he use to present this seifishness?

B. How does Priestiey show that tension is at the heart of the Birling famity T

9. To what extent is it possible to feel sympathy for the character of Eric Birling?
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s Birkng: Now, Adbur, | o Bunk you ought 10 1alk busnass 60 an occasion ke
ml

Sheila: Meither do L All wrong.

Barhng: Qune 50, 1 agree vwath you, | only mentoned 8 m passn Wha | gd want 10
say was = that Sheila’s a lucky gid = and [ think you're a pretty lorunald young man 1o,
Garald.

Gerakd | know | am - s once anyhow.

Baling: | raking his glass) So here's wishing the pair of you - the very best that ile
can bring. Gorald and Sheida

Mz Biring: | raising her glass, smiling) Yes, Gerald. Yes, Shedla darbng. Our
congrafulations and very best wishes!

Gerald Thank you
k¥s Baring: Enc!

Enc: {rather noisiy) Al the bessi! Sha's got a nastly tempear sometimes - bul sha's not
bad really. Good oid Sheila )

Sheila: Chumpl | can't drink 1o thes, can [? When do | dink?
Garadd: You can drink 10 ma.

Sheila: (quife and sanows nowd Al nght then. | drink o you, Garald.
for @ momgn! thay Dok af each olfhipn!

Gargid: (quéatly) Thank you. And | drink to you — and hope | can make you as happy
ge you deserve 1o be.

Shedia; (Iyng fo be gt and @asy) You be carelul = or Nl $tart weeping.
Garakd: (srmulng) Wall, perhaps this will help 10 s1op 8. (he produces a nng case.)
Shaila: (excitedh Oh — Gerald — you've got it — is it the one you wantad me to hawve?

Garghd: [ giving the case io har) Yas — tha very one.

aheila: (laking owl the ring) Oh - s wondarful! Look — mummy —isnt it a beauty?
Oh — darkng -
[she kizses Garakd hastly.)

Evic:: steady 1o bults|

Shada: (who has pof the ring on, admiingly) | think it's perfect, Mow | really Teel
enpagod.

bz Biring: So you cught, darling. K's a lovely ning. Ba careful with it.
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