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much	by	talking	to	a	policeman	on	the	street	corner.	Then	we	discovered	that	Sheila	Birling	met	Eva	Smith	in	Milwards,	where	Sheila	jealously	insistiÃ³	in	her	being	fired.	One	spring	night	in	1912,	the	Birlings	celebrate	their	daughter	Sheila's	engagement	to	Gerald	Croft,	who	is	also	present.	Significantly,	Eric	and	Sheila,	unlike	their	parents	and
Gerald,	still	see	themselves	as	responsible.	Sheila	isn't	as	upset	as	you	might	expect;	in	fact,	it	seems	you	have	already	guessed	why	Gerald	was	absent	from	their	relationship	³	last	summer.	Birling	was	the	president.	Yes³	Sheila	and	Eric	disagree	with	that	sentiment	and	acknowledge	the	general	theme	of	responsibility.	He	responds	and	is
scandalized,	revealing	the	play's	final	twist:	"It	was	the	police.	Birling	used	his	influence	to	make	the	committee	refuse	to	help	the	girl.	He	also	gave	her	money	that	she	had	stolen	from	her	father's	works,	but	after	a	while,	Eve	broke	the	relationship	³,	telling	Eric	that	he	didn't	love	her.	Birling,	who	fiercely	resists	taking	any	responsibility.	"He	​	our
police	inspector,"	Eric	and	Sheila	conclude,	regardless	of	whether	he	had	the	authority	of	the	state	or	even	was	real.	Realizing	that	each	could	have	been	shown	a	different	photograph,	and	after	calling	the	chief	of	police	to	confirm	his	suspicions,	Mr.	and	Mrs.	Sheila	finally	suggest	that	Inspector	He	was	a	true	police	inspector.	Birling	and	Gerald
conclude	that	they	have	been	tenacious,	and	are	incredibly	relieved.	Birling's	horror,	that	Eric	was,	in	fact,	the	father	of	the	child,	and	she	inadvertently	just	condemned	her	own	son.	Gerald	suggests	there	were	probably	several	different	girls	in	each	of	his	stories.	The	inspector	makes	one	last	speech,	telling	Birlings:	Â"No	alone.Â"	It	is	clear	that	each
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